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Significant Adverse Consequences to the Nation

Given that deep geologic disposal at Yucca Mourigathe current law of the land, the severe undeadihg of the
nuclear waste disposal program in the Administragidiscal year (FY) 2010 budget is unconscionalilbe nation’s
ratepayers are paying more than $750 million par y&o the Nuclear Waste Fund (NWF) to safely déspof the
nation’s spent nuclear fuel (SNF) and high-levelioactive waste (HLRW) in accordance with the 188®lear Waste
Policy Act, as amended (NWPA); however, the Admimaison’s budget would allocate a mere $98.4 millftom the
NWF and a mere $98.4 million for defense nucleastevdisposal.

Further, the Administration’s budget contains tvigtutbing statements. First, the Administratiosirtis “that the Nation
needs a better solution than the proposed Yuccantdourepository ...” Although Energy Secretary &@eChu and
some in Congress are proposing blue ribbon paoebs/tew the current federal nuclear waste poliny avaluate
alternative approaches, no option completely elitgia the necessity for a deep geologic repositBecond, the
Administration posits that “such solution must lesdéd on sound science ..."” This statement faile¢ognize that the
Yucca Mountain site is the most scientifically seatipiece of real estate in the history of mankifitie license
application submitted by the Department of Enefd®E) to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission conta@ssilts of
more than 25 years of scientific and technical @atidns based on studies of the geologic, hydro]agid geochemical
environment and evaluations of how conditions migilve over time. In fact, some of the scientifiadies were
carried out by the well-respected Lawrence Berk&lational Laboratory that was previously headedbgrgy Secretary
Chu. Therefore, while the Administration procetatsvard with a blue ribbon panel review of the pats nuclear waste
management policy, the Yucca Mountain licensindiaation review process should be fully funded andtinued
forward under the requirements of the NWPA in otdedetermine whether Yucca Mountain can be alsleitsite for the
national repository.

As the President acknowledged in the budget, “..gargbower is — and likely will remain — an impottaaurce of
electricity for many years to come ...” Therefotdsiprudent that DOE continue plans for removal parmanent
disposal of SNF and HLRW in a deep geologic repogias directed by Congress. Ratepayers acrosothery have
paid to make that happen, and $20 billion is atglén the NWF to implement this important fedgralicy. However,
the continued substantial reduction in annual gmpetions is delaying critical work necessary tifilifederal law and
avoid stranding SNF and HLRW at the nation’s conmuia&rdecommissioned and federal facilities in 88es. DOE has
been forced to suspend vital national program #ietsvand substantially reduce its workforce atYioeca Mountain site
and other facilities. This is delaying repositsite engineering and infrastructure, rail constagtand related
acquisitions; deferring necessary national trartggion related programs; and disrupting the DOEdgé clean-up
program in the states of Washington, Idaho, Soatfola and other federal sites.

In addition, these delays are burdening the naitakpayers, who foot the bill as judgments agdd3E mount for its
failure to fulfill its statutory and contractual lafations to remove SNF and HLRW from commercial an
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decommissioned plant sites. Judgments are ali@autpaching $1 billion, and future liabilities an@rrently estimated at
a whopping additional $11 billion.

The NWSC calls on the Administration and Congresavbid these dire consequences. The NWSC belibaesn
effective disposal program should consist of a emnt repository; an integrated transportation;@ad centralized
interim facilities that advance and complementgeemanent repository while addressing near-terndsiee

it
The NWSC is an ad hoc group of state utility retprlg state attorneys general, electric utilitied associate members

representing 47 member/affiliate organizationslirstates, committed to reforming and adequatelglighthe U.S.
civilian high-level nuclear waste transportatiotmrage, and disposal program.



